
                                                   
 
 

Bruntsfield Primary School Parent Council 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 
November 12th 2018 

 
Item  Action 
Present  David	Urch	(DU),	Karen	Galloway	(KG),	Felix	Schaeffler	(FS),	Brittany	Meador,	Jasper	

Stocker,	Yvonne	Fisher,	Kristoffer	Boesen	(KB),	Andrea	Thomson,	Neil	Thomas	(NT),	
Derek	Duncan,	Alex	Liddell,	Michael	Morrison	(MM),	Malanie	Main,	Morag	Reid	(MR),	
Maeve	Fryday,	Claire	Doyle,	Lauren	McGlynn,	Yvonne	Fisher,	Sorour	Malaekah,	Anja	
Kirchhof,	Rocio	Banyuls	(RB),	Cheryl	Trigg,	Carol	Kyle	(CK),	Sam	Hart	 
 

 

Apologies  Fayaz Alibhai, Cheryl Ruiz, Ruth Curry, Katy Hayne, Elizabeth Tennet	  

2 Approval of Minutes from September 25th 2018 
Approved 

 

3 Matters arising  
There were no matters arising   

 

4 Clubs update 
● Planning for the spring term has started. Registration will be open from 19- 

30 November, payments will be received from 10-17 December, at which 
point places for unpaid invoices will be released for reallocation.  

 
● The clubs team are working towards a financial plan to help plan clubs 

and forecast more accurately. The team are also further exploring use of 
rooms in the School with CK.  

 
● Guitar club is the only new club starting in Spring.  

 
● Door keeping is working smoothly, and the clubs team are working to 

provide first aid training  
 

● RB explained that she is organising the Guitar club, and that she would 
like to see more music for the children in the School. DU expressed 
thanks to RB for contributing to the clubs, and that he would be more than 
happy to explore opportunities to apply for projects that introduce more 
music into the school via a funding application. CK also responded by 
outlining several initiatives in the School that provide a range of 
opportunities for children to experience and engage with music in the 
curriculum.  It was proposed that a summary of all creative activities 
available in school be compiled.  

 

 

5 Finance overview  
 
Clubs 
Current balance is ~£57,000, with ~£27,000 costs to pay out and ~ £30,000 
surplus.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



To date, for the school year 2018/19, registrations and expenses have both risen 
equally, but future costs are not currently possible to forecast accurately. NT and 
clubs team are working to improve this.   
 
It was agreed that £15,000 would be moved from the clubs account to events 
account to be used for good causes.  
 
Events 
Current balance is £20,470.33 
Calculated available balance (bank balance less outstanding cheques (£1,220) 
and funding commitments (£4,363.90)) is £14,886.83 
Petty Cash Balance is £117.00 
 
Overview of finances relating to good causes are available at this link. 
https://bruntsfield.org/parent-council-meetings/  
 

NT and 
clubs 
team 
 
NT 

6 Events update  
● The Halloween party was a huge success, attended by nearly 200 P5 and 

P6 children. Our thanks go to Fiona Reid, Ceri Sutherland, Heather 
Molyneux and Holly Provan as well as the 60 or so parent volunteers for 
ensuring the success of the event.  
 

● The Pub Quiz was also very successful. Our thanks to Cheryl Trigg, 
Morag Reid and Holly Provan for helping with the event. ~£700 was 
raised.  
 

● The Winter Fair is on 30th November. Anna Dickinson and Stephanie 
Smith are coordinating, and are still looking for volunteers specifically with 
set up and clear up. If you can help, please contact Anna 
at anna.y.dickinson@gmail.com.  

 

 
 

7 Class rep feedback  
Several queries were raised by the class reps, all of which will be responded to in 
the Head Teacher’s blog.  
 

 

8 St Oswald’s 
DU sought permission to move forward into an exploratory phase of a partnership 
community asset transfer or other potential models for St Oswald’s.  
 
DU explained that St Oswald’s has not been used for some time now, but that it 
potentially offers space in close proximity to the School which may be of benefit to 
the school community. Eric Liddell have also tentatively expressed an interest in 
the building and the potential to enter into a partnership arrangement with the PC 
to pursue options.  Shared use could offer a potentially better solution as well as a 
shared workload to prepare a business plan, explore funding options and 
ultimately management of the building. The latter would require governance that 
sits outwith the PC with its own board and constitution.  
 
Comments were then made by several of those attending the meeting:- 
 

● Melanie Main (Councillor for Morningside Ward) expressed how exciting a 
potential project this is for the community and that the Council officers are 
keen to find a positive (community) use for the building. She has received 
a number of enquiries regarding the future use of the building and she is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



confident this approach would have wide support from the community. 
She explained that once a note of interest is logged for a partnership 
community asset transfer for St Oswald’s, the Council will not be able to 
sell the building commercially until all interest in community use is 
withdrawn.(As per Community Empowerment Act 2015) This is not a 
commitment to anything but would allow time to explore options. 

 
● KB asked what guarantee the PC would have regarding governance and 

management should a partnership be pursued. DU explained that at 
present this is not clear, but that once we make a note of interest, these 
questions would be explored. KB also advised contacting the Community 
Ownership Support Service within the Development Trust Association to 
help the PC progress the project and also contacting the group that has 
been responsible for the conversion of the church in Portobello to learn 
from their project.  

 
● MR asked CK how the School might make use of the building if such a 

partnership was realised. CK explained that space for afterschool club and 
the pre-school could potentially benefit from use of the space, and that 
there may be opportunity for the Council to engage as a partner. CK 
agreed that this was an exciting project, and that she will support the 
project within the remit of what is possible as a council-run school.  

 
● KG explained that whilst Eric Lidell Centre is a possible partner and have 

expressed interest, that this does not rule out other interest groups and 
organisations.  

 
● NT expressed some concern over the human resources that might be 

required to pursue the project whilst PC core business was threatened by 
lack of volunteers. DU acknowledged this concern, but suggested that the 
potential benefit of such a project lent to at least an exploratory period, 
and that at present there were volunteers happy to contribute to a small 
working group.   

 
● MM explained that he used to be the Business Manager for Boroughmuir 

High School and in this role was responsible for St Oswald’s. He outlined 
several challenges with the infrastructure of the building that he had to 
address and expressed some caution.  

 
DU thanked everyone for their comments and indicated that at this stage, he was 
asking for approval for a small working group to pursue next steps.   
 
It was agreed that DU will move to lodge a note of interest with the Council, and 
inform Eric Liddell Centre of this as soon as possible and that we would like them 
to collaborate with us. Preliminary explorations will then be undertaken with Eric 
Liddell Centre and the Council to confirm the next steps, at which stage further 
approval from the Parent Council will be sought to progress to next stages 
including convening a special meeting of the Parent Forum.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DU 

9 GDPR 
KG noted that the privacy statement will be uploaded to the web site asap.   

 
KG 

10 Head Teacher’s report 
● CK shared the new straw-free milk cartons, which were a result of 

campaigning by the pupil council, parents and eco teams across the city.  

 
 
 



 
• The school travel plan is now available and will be posted on the web site. 

This includes findings from the parent and pupil travel survey. The 
headline message is that 90% of children walk, bike or scoot to school and 
only 10% of children travel to school by car. CK noted that she was aware 
of the interest in controlling the traffic around the School and her support 
for this, and that Martyn Wood is pursuing options for walking buses for 
the School with the Pupil Council. There was continued concern 
expressed with vehicles turning and double parking around the school. CK 
will discuss with Mark Symons (Schools Travel Officer) and both the PC 
and CK will remind parents about the dangers of driving, parking and 
idling around the School at pick up and drop off times.  KG suggested 
inviting the community policing officer to attend the next meeting to 
explore possible options to reduce challenges of traffic around the school. 
CK will pursue.  

 
• The fire evacuation of all 605 children from the School Hall has been 

practiced a few times and is now very efficient. 
 

• CK thanked parents for a very positive response to the developing young 
workforce initiative. Parents who volunteered will be hearing from the 
School in due course.  

 
• The P5 showcase event was again very well attended and was a huge 

success. Great parental engagement and a great way to see all the art, 
drama, music the children enjoy in school as well as topic based activities.   

 
• There was mixed feedback to the earlier dates (September rather than 

October) for the parent consultation this year. As a result, a survey will be 
sent out for parents to express their preferred dates from the following 
options:- 

1. Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th September 2018 
2. Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th September or  
3. Tuesday 2nd and Thursday 4th October.  

 
● CALA Homes will be coming into the school to discuss their plans for the 

forthcoming development of the old Boroughmuir High School building 
with CK, MM and DU and will speak to the children and explain the 
development plans and career opportunities as part of our Developing 
Young Workforce knowledge and skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CK/KG 
 
 
 
CK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 Boroughmuir Update   
Elizabeth Tennet is representing the Parent Council on the Boroughmuir High 
School Parent Council New School Sub-group and provided the following update 
following their meeting on 27 September 2018.  
Viewforth Bridge -  

● for safety reasons, Boroughmuir parents wish the bridge to be closed at 
beginning and end of school day, or perhaps closed completely 

● City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) to erect additional signage in the area 
ASAP reinforcing that this is a school route 

● CEC to undertake a traffic count to ascertain volume of traffic using this 
route during certain times of day, hopefully by 30 November 2018 

● CEC to undertake a speed survey to ascertain if vehicles are speeding, 
hopefully by 30 November 2018  

● CEC to obtain costings of a traffic modelling exercise to determine the 

 



impact on surrounding area if Viewforth Bridge were to be closed (either 
completely, or only at certain times of day) 

● in early 2019, CEC should have sufficient information to decide whether to 
close the bridge. There is a concern that this would simply move the 
problem elsewhere, eg if traffic goes via Merchiston Avenue / Yeaman 
Place instead  

● if they do close the bridge, this could take several years 
 
School roll 

● currently 1258 pupils 
● Headteacher keen not to exceed 1600 pupils 
● anticipated S1 intake for the next few years is significantly over the 

previous norm of 200 pupils per year 
● in recent years, pupils from St Peter's have been coming to Boroughmuir 

instead of St Thomas of Aquin's. This may change in future. Council are 
recruiting for a new headteacher at St Thomas of Aquin's 

Extension 
● CEC will build an extension between the school and Kwik-Fit. (If you stand 

on Fountainbridge with cinema complex behind you, the extension will be 
to the right of the existing school) 

● CEC already owns this land 
● extension will be 4 storeys x 4 classrooms = 16 classrooms.  
● Some concern that the extension may put additional pressure on some 

facilities in school building e.g. Art, music 
● extension due to be completed by August 2020 

 
12 AOB and dates of next meetings  

  
A funding application has been made by Jenny Dobie for £1000 for continuous 
provision of play based learning and teaching resources for P1. This was 
following comments from the P1 welcome day that some resources were tired. 
The application was approved for £1000 
 
A Scottish Opera for Schools initiative will be followed up.  
 
There is appetite to explore further the art initiative with Casandra Harrison, and 
class teachers have also showed interest in involvement.  
 
Fran Cannanach has documented the sport and physical activity provision in the 
School, which will be shared on the web site soon.  
 
Date of next meeting: 29th January 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DU 
 
 
KG 

 
 


