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BRUNTSFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL
MINUTES OF MEETING

PARENT COUNCIL Meeting
13 May 2015
Staff Room




Draft 1
 (draft until approved at next meeting )
	
	Present:   Mark Roberts, Elizabeth Tennet, Neil Thomas, Tara MacGregor, Katy Hayne, Alan Gray, Pauline Ah-Hot, Bill Dorman, David Rowley, Carol Kyle,  Ingrid Ramsey.
Apologies   Jane Ewins and Maeve Fryday.
	Action




	1
	Welcome & Apologies
Round robin of introductions. 

Apologies –Jane Ewins, Sarah Cran and Maeve Fryday.
	MR

	2
	Approval of Minutes from March 18 2015
Minutes approved.  
	MR


	3
	Headteachers Report
In service training day completed on Election day.  Autism training in the morning.  Good transferable skills across all pupil groups. Also worked on improvement plan, parents reports and children’s report cards.  Full version of report will be on website.  Other schools have been visiting to see how BPS is improving attainment levels !
New Modern languages curriculum to be implemented fully by 2020.  P1 to P5 will get French from Aug 2015.   German will be introduced later and phased in from P5 to P7.  Spanish is introduced in S3 (High School).
Maths : working on improvement plan with cluster schools.  SEAL concept.  Working on continuity and progression and social skills through P1 to P7.

N.B. Wall in playground fenced off for safety.  Surveyors looked at it.

Survey of the roof – regular 2 year check up.
PE teacher : BPS getting an extra day during high school exam period.
75 new P1 children in Aug 2015.  All catchment children have a place.   Work for splitting classroom work with council building control. Work planned for summer break.
	CK


	4
	Finance Update
Update.  Accounts discussed. Electronic payments system up and running with BoS. Proposal to add Bill and Pauline as signatories.  Approved by PC.

RBS signatories.  ET and NT added.  Might close one or both of these accounts. TBD
Paypal all ok. 

Financing of clubs : 
Short Term Proposal.   Club prices haven’t been raised since 2011.  Increase by inflation from 2013.  Equates to 5%. 

Longer Term Action.  Parent volunteer to do analysis of economics of clubs.  Question as to whether we would make all clubs the same ?  Not at this point – can be considered at review discussed above.  

Discussion on PF contributions to Primrose Fund. Post Playground Improvement Project the PC will return to more normal fund raising and donation activities.

Action – what should future donations be spent on discussion at first meeting in Autumn Term.

Wild Apricot asking for 25% increase in fees.  Multi year deal to be considered to limit any further price rises.
	ET

	5
	Playground Improvement Project
Latest Update.  EDC has come up with a rather onerous license for the PC to do the works in the playground and thereafter.  Some requirements can be passed to contractors but some would reside with Parent Council members which is not appropriate.   Solution is that some obligations stay with contractors and Council take operational obligations going forward as it is part of the council esate.  MR to email CK with wording of exact issues and approach council members.  Joint approach by CK and MR to be considered. 

Parents Forum email to be sent to update all parents on latest situation.  MR.
	MR

	6
	Events
Quiz.  Raised £200 profit.  Good to see teachers attending.  Huge thanks for Cath Stevens, Caroline Thomson, Lisa Dixon, Alex Barrett.

Ceilidh - On Friday 15th.  Alex Barrett organizing again.

Fete -  6th June.  Committee approach.  Teachers to do front desk / doors.  Action IR.

Discussion on lets for PC meetings and future events.  
	TMc

	7
	Clubs Update
Missing swimming lesson due to wet paint.  Solution is to schedule extra lesson and school covers cost of extra lesson.
Ongoing work for next cycle.  Issues : Kidzcare is paper based.    Work-around being considered.

Parent volunteer as H&S advisor to help with risk assessments and other stuff.

Insurance discussion.  Most tutors from higher risk clubs already covered. Other clubs still to be covered.  Ongoing discussions.

Tutors Term and Conditions.  What happens if a club can’t run for whatever reason.   One offs ok.  But if there a run of cancellations what is the approach to refunds/tutor fees.  Proposal is to have a 48 hour clause in the tutor contract.  Other option is to have an occasional clause.  And keep weeks at the beginning/end of terms to allow time for make up classes (already in place).
Also options for Kidzcare on in service days.  WIP

New P2 parents to get Parent Mail.

BD and PA working on two year programme to make the clubs system sustainable.  Looking to get additional clubs reps to shadow them from next year.
	BD/PA

	8
	PVG
No Update – Next Time
	SK

	9
	School Management Sub Group
Nothing new to report 
	MR

	10
	New Boroughmuir
Old Boroughmuir .  Sold to Cala.
	JP

	11
	Next Meeting

10 June 2015.
	


